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Animal Welfare Research Network (AWRN) Workshop
The National Equine Welfare Council in partnership with The Horse Trust, World Horse Welfare and the
University of Liverpool have been successful in their bid for a grant from the Animal Welfare Research
Network (AWRN) to run an online workshop event at the end of March 2021. The workshop, ‘How Happy
are Equine Athletes? Assessing Equine Quality of Life in Equestrian Sporting Disciplines’ , aims to

facilitate discussion/collaboration between equestrian sporting bodies and those involved in validating
measures of equine quality of life.
Members of the AWRN will be eligible to register for this workshop and participation by non-members will
be by invitation. If you are involved in equestrian sports and/or equine quality of life assessment and
would like to find out more about this event please contact info@newc.co.uk and include the term AWRN
workshop in the subject line of your e-mail.

Covid-19 Equine Rescues Emergency Fund
The Petplan Charitable Trust (PPCT) has joined together with World Horse Welfare and NEWC to create
a Covid-19 Equine Rescues Emergency Fund. The purpose of the fund is to help smaller equine welfare
organisations whose primary purpose is rescue, rehoming or sanctuary across the UK who are being
significantly impacted by the current crisis and is now live. Support for the Fund, which was set up
earlier this year with a commitment of £50,000 from PPCT, raised a further £80,000 from the RSPCA,
The Donkey Sanctuary, Redwings, World Horse Welfare and the British Horse Society (BHS) and
boosted with a further £10,000 from the Elise Pilkington Charitable Trust.

Two rounds of funding have already been awarded with a
further two rounds scheduled – the deadlines for
application being 16.10.20 and 15.01.21.
Further information can be found here.
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Horse Fairs/Markets
One of the many casualties of the Covid pandemic have been horse markets and horse fairs, with a level
of cancellations not seen since the Foot and Mouth outbreak in 2001. Fortunately farm livestock markets
were allowed to proceed under strict regime to allow the meat trade to continue alleviating issues on
farms, however it was a different story for horse markets as it would be difficult to control the sheer
volume of visitors to these events, and between March and June no horse markets took place.
March 2020 had seen the closure of Brightwells Auction house which immediately removed markets at
Addington, Builth Wells and Hereford from the list of 25 horse market venues across England, Scotland
and Wales. The first online horse sale by St Asaph market was held from 26th – 28th June and a further
one in July, sadly none have been held since. Ruthin market also tried a live market in August but have
not held any since. New Forest cancelled their September sale and rescheduled for October; this has now
been cancelled as have all NF sales for 2020, they will be running an online sale at the beginning of
November. Chagford drift sale and Autumn Shetland Pony sales in Scotland are hopefully still going
ahead in October, but other venues have decided to cancel listed sales and not old any sales for 2020.
Thoroughbred sales at Newmarket, Doncaster etc have
gone ahead under strict guidelines but with limited
buyers, especially from Ireland and experienced low prices
or horses unsold, however the trade at the Irish TB sales
appears initially more favourable.

The dealer / breeder network of private and social media sales appears to have been
business as usual with little effect on trade, the export of horses from Ireland to England
appears to be increasing and the export trade to EU does not appear to have changed.
However, the prospects for the remainder of 2020 is uncertain with limited sales outlets
for horse owners and breeders, who face going into winter possibly overstocked for the
time of year, farmers reporting reduced yields of straw and grain which affects the price
of bedding and horse feed - let’s hope the weather is kind and 2021 brings a brighter
future.
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BHS Health Care Clinics
Following a successful Healthcare Clinic at Clitheroe in February 2020,
unfortunately all further planned clinics had to be postponed due to the
Covid-19 pandemic. This difficult decision was made in conjunction
with The BEVA Trust. Due to the ongoing situation and the increased
workload vets are now dealing with, we have been unable to resume
the clinics for the Autumn.
To date 28 clinics have been held since they stated in 2015, seeing
over 1300 horses attend with 600 of those being castrated.
The BHS are now very much looking forward to and planning ahead for
Spring 2021, when they will look to resume the Healthcare clinics
around the UK. The locations for these clinics are yet to be confirmed.
Any suggestions for areas of need for clinics can be sent to
nicola.foster@bhs.org.uk for consideration.

Covid-19
With the outbreak of Covid-19 in the UK, the UK Government and devolved administrations
have primarily focused their attention on responding to this pandemic meaning that other
legislative proposals and consultations have largely fallen off the parliamentary agenda – with
a few key exceptions, particularly in Scotland.
The restrictions imposed across the country saw many equine businesses and organisations
significantly impacted, including riding schools and sanctuaries, rescue and rehoming centres.
The equine sector responded by engaging with the UK Government and devolved
administrations via British Horse Council (BHC) and NEWC, alongside other representative
bodies, including:

NEWC members worked with Defra and
ADCH to develop rehoming guidance, to
allow rehoming to happen while travel
restrictions were still in place.
BHC
fed
into
the
Animal
Welfare
Committees report on the impact of Covid19 on animal welfare and has also
submitted evidence for the second report
focusing on long-term implications and
potential impact of a second wave, which
has yet to be published.
Amongst the issues raised were impact to
the equine rescue sector and a potential
rise in cases of unwanted, abandoned or
neglected equines.

A report outlining the key findings from the
NEWC & ADCH survey on the impact of
Covid-19 on animal rescue centres in the
UK was submitted to the UK, Welsh and
Scottish Governments. This report also
included solutions, such as government
funding for the sector.
Equine welfare charities – including BHS,
Blue Cross, Donkey Sanctuary, Redwings,
RSPCA, SSPCA and World Horse Welfare –
have met with the Defra Minister, the Rt
Hon Zac Goldsmith, and his officials to put
forward the case for government support
for the sector and continue to engage with
them to provide additional evidence for
their proposals.
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UK's Future Relationship with the EU
Movement of Equines
The UK left the European Union on the 31st January 2020 and is currently in a transition period until the
end of the year – during which there is no change to the process of moving equines between the UK and
the European Union.
The UK Government and European Union continue to negotiate their new relationship and it still remains
unclear what new requirements will be in place from next year. If the UK is listed as a third country –
which will allow movement of animals from Great Britain to the EU - equines making this move will have to
go through border control posts on the EU side and, if the Withdrawal Agreement stands, it appears likely
there will also be checks on animals moving from GB into Northern Ireland.

Each consignment would have to enter the European Union at a border control post and undergo
documentary, identity and physical checks, and animals would only be allowed to enter with an official
document (Common Health Entry Document) attesting that the border checks were satisfactorily
carried out in compliance with the applicable animal and public health rules.
This will mean that those moving their equines compliantly to the European Union and Northern
Ireland will have fewer route options if travelling by sea, as not all ports that are currently used are
border control posts (for example, The Netherlands has stated it will have no border control posts for
equines).

In the short term, there will be no physical checks on equines moving into Great Britain from the
European Union. However, anyone importing live animals into the country will be required to
have pre-notification and health documentation, and checks will be carried out at point of
destination on high risk animals.
It is expected that border control posts in Great Britain will be built by July 2021, although it is
unclear whether specific requirements for importing animals into the UK may vary between
England, Wales and Scotland (as animal health is a devolved power).
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Legislation
Equine ID
There continue to be challenges around ensuring data held by the Passport Issuing Organisation, the
Central Equine Database and in the passport is all the same.
Communications to the equine sector on microchipping and complying with the new legislation have,
however, now been communicated across England and Scotland.
It is still anticipated that owners will be able to update their PIO via the digital stable, which will
hopefully ensure records held on the CED are up to date, but this has been delayed.
This will not be open to those with an equine registered with a Scottish PIO, as Scotland does not
recognise the digital stable - they have ScotEquine instead – and these PIOs will still have to be notified
of any changes directly.

Equine Register - The Digital Stable
This has now been rolled out more widely. There have been concerns that the registration
process is too onerous, however these checks are in place to ensure that the system is not
open to identity fraud (the person is who they say they are).

Licensing of Rescue and
Rehoming Centres:
England

The response to Covid-19 meant that the
planned public consultation did not happen,
however Defra has indicated that they are
keen to progress with this legislation.

Derogated Areas in England
Defra allowed for an interim solution to be
applied for movements off the derogated
area in Dartmoor after the sale in 2019.
However, Defra made it clear that for the
2020 sale a solution would need to be found
that would ensure equines being moved off
would be fully compliant with the law.

Wales

The voluntary code of practice for animal
welfare establishments, drafted by the
Animal Welfare Network for Wales, has been
published.
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Sentencing (England and Wales)
After failing twice last year, a new Animal Welfare (Sentencing) Bill was introduced to the UK
Parliament on the 5th February 2020. If passed it will increase maximum sentences for the
worst animal cruelty offences from 6 months to 5 years. This is a Private Members Bill, as
opposed to a Government Bill, which means it will not progress through the Parliamentary
process as quickly – although it does have Government support. Unfortunately, the second
reading has been pushed back a few times and is now not scheduled to happen until 23
October 2020.

Animals and Wildlife (Penalties,
Protections and Powers) (Scotland) Act
2020
The Scottish Parliament voted to pass the proposed Bill into law on 17th June 2020, and it became an
Act on 21st July 2020. However, not all of it is immediately enforceable and it will be up to Scottish
Ministers to decide when the rest of the legislation comes into force. This legislation increases
sentences for animal cruelty to 5 years, requires courts to consider making disqualification orders (bans)
following convictions for animal welfare offences and introduces a record of reasons relating to these
orders.
The latter requires the Scottish Courts and Tribunals Service to establish and maintain a record of
reasons stating why they did or did not choose to impose a ban and this will hopefully encourage
consistency across Scotland when courts hand out bans. It also gives powers to an authorised person to
take possession of an animal without consent of the owner of the animal (or any other person
responsible for it) and without having to go to court, alongside holding anyone who injures a service
animal accountable for their actions (Finn’s law).
Image credit: World Horse Welfare

Controlling Live Exports for Slaughter and Improving Transport
The UK Government has committed to consulting on welfare during transport, including a
journey time limit for animals going to slaughter. This was expected to be published in spring
2020, but with Covid-19 this has been pushed back. It is expected that there will be a separate
consultation on welfare during transport in Scotland, and potentially in Wales as well.

Welfare of Animals at the time of Killing
Defra is conducting a review on Welfare of Animals at the Time of Killing legislation – with
input from selected stakeholders sought in June 2020, ahead of a wider public consultation
expected to be held later this year/next year.
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Disease Alerts/Prevention Awareness
Animal Health Trust
Following fundraising difficulties and issues aggravated by the Coronavirus pandemic, the
Animal Health Trust entered liquidation on 31st July 2020 after almost 75 years in existence.
The closure of the Animal Health Trust has been and will continue to be felt across the equine
sector.
It is encouraging that the racing industry have been able to ensure the continued running of
the equine disease surveillance services short-term, which not only provide crucial support to
the racing world but the equine sector as a whole. The slimmed down team, led by Richard
Newton, is currently based at Rossdales in Newmarket, and the longer-term base is currently
out for tender.
Inevitably the loss of the AHT will result in the loss of some of its work but work is still
ongoing to try to find new institutions for the research projects that were still ongoing at the
time of the AHT’s closure.

Industry News
Potters Abattoir Prosecution
PROSECUTION RESULT - WILTSHIRE COUNCIL v F DRURY & SONS LTD, L J POTTER LTD AND
STEPHEN POTTER – full details can be found here.
The UK currently have 4 slaughterhouses licensed to slaughter horses and LJ Potter Ltd is
the only one taking horses on a regular basis. All 4 slaughterhouses are located in England.
Note: Slaughterhouses in England are required to have CCTV in all areas where there are live
animals and an Official Vet is present when animals are slaughtered, to ensure compliance
with the Welfare at Slaughter and Equine ID Legislation.
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BHS Hardship Fund
In April 2020 the BHS came together as one team including the Regional
and National Chairs and more than 80 County Committees to launch The
BHS Approved Centre Hardship Fund for Supporting the Welfare of Riding
School Horses and Ponies. This initiative followed the BHS’s offer of 12
months free membership to all BHS Approved Centres, to try to ease their
running costs where possible for riding establishments.
During round one of payments from the fund 337 of 409 eligible riding
schools across every region and Nation of the United Kingdom received
financial support. To date c.£320,000 has been paid out from the Hardship
Fund based on a grant payment of £750 - £1,000 per Riding School to assist
with the costs associated to the care and wellbeing of horses and ponies in
their care.
In further support of the Hardship Fund, a Donations Appeal was launched
to the general public; which has been their most successful donations
appeal to date. The BHS is continuing to fundraise towards the Hardship
Fund and support the welfare and horses and ponies at Approved Riding
Centres as we head through the autumn and into the winter.

Round Up Panels and Dart Rifle
World Horse Welfare have purchased a further set of round up
panels and trailer based out of their Penny Farm in Blackpool to
help enable the safe round up and loading of horses in the North
West when needed.
They have also invested in a second dart rifle which is based with
their South East located field officer who has successfully passed
the Lantra accredited training course in Live Capture,
Immobilisation and Live Animal Care.

RSPCA Update
In common with most equine welfare colleague organisations, RSPCA has
experienced a difficult 2020 so far.
They are pleased to report, however, that after a sharp decrease in equine
rehoming in the months of April and May, rehoming under the guidance
produced by the Canine and Feline Sector Group and NEWC bounced back
to the extent that by June they were back to pre-lockdown levels - a great
credit to the equine operations staff.
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In further positive news, their
successful equine week, with a
Chair Nic de Brauwere creating
in a significant number of radio

'Adoptober' initiative proved to be a very
press release including a quote from NEWC
a great deal of media interest and resulting
and television interviews.

These focussed on the perfect storm equine welfare organisations face in
terms of the economic impact of Covid likely increasing the number of
equines requiring help, whilst resources are increasingly stretched and
there is risk of rescue organisations failing increasing pressure on those
remaining. The main call to action to listeners was to 'Adopt Don't Shop',
and about the potential of rescue horses as riding animals as well as
wonderful companions.
RSPCA are also pleased to report that Lockwood Equine Centre Manager
(Lockwood now having closed), Patricia Spargo, has been appointed Senior
Equine Manager within the Equine Field Operations team.

Blue Cross Update
Blue Cross has been promoting two schemes to help horse owners as well as their borrowers
who may be struggling to keep their horses due to the impact of coronavirus. As the potential
for welfare impact rises, they are hoping the two schemes will be invaluable tools to help
those who are struggling to keep their horses as a result of coronavirus.

At the start of the lockdown in March an estimated 100 Blue Cross loan
horses were potentially at risk of returning due to the financial impact on
businesses, and individual incomes and ill health. A request was put out to
current and past loan homes to provide short term foster care for Blue
Cross horses needing to be returned.
This scheme would not only prevent large numbers of return to the centres
(which were running on reduced teams) but after a spell in a short-term
foster home the horse could then be rehomed from there, return to a
centre or preferably return to their original loan home.
There was an incredible response from borrowers offering homes including
a number of successful short-term stays, where horses have then returned
to their loan homes once the borrowers financial or health situations have
improved. This scheme will remain invaluable heading into winter and will
now become a permanent scheme, beyond coronavirus!

The more established Home Direct Scheme will also be promoted as winter approaches. Home
Direct gives members of the public who need to give up their horse the opportunity to keep them
until they can be found a new home. Blue Cross currently works in partnership with the RSPCA to
Home Direct a number of their horses from holding yards to new homes and could potentially help
other charities to work in a similar way.
If you feel Blue Cross may be able to help you rehome any horses you are unable to take in please
contact helpmyhorse@bluecross.org.uk and feel free to pass on this email address to any
members of the public contacting you for help or advice.
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Education/Research/CPD Opportunities
Equine Charities Forging New Welfare Partnership with Farriers
The Horse Trust and Redwings Horse Sanctuary have united to create an online
course for farriers on Equine Welfare and Legislation, as part of their ongoing
commitment to improving the lives of equines in the UK. They recognised that
farriers were at the forefront of equine care provision, they build strong
relationships with clients and are therefore in a unique position to promote
positive welfare.
Farriers are sometimes the only equine professionals to meet owners of horses
whose welfare is compromised. By reaching horse owners early with helpful
advice or signposting to assistance, farriers can help stop potential welfare
cases from arising, which is essential to the work of the charities in fighting the
current equine welfare crisis in the UK.
Similarly, as equine welfare charities we come across horrific cases of
neglect on a regular basis, many of which include extreme cases of
negligence involving feet. For cases such as these, often the key to a
successful prosecution is the evidence provided by the farriers. Giving
evidence in court as a professional witness can be daunting. They have
seen first-hand the difference a farrier testimony can make.
Designed with the busy farrier in mind, the course is 100% online, easy to
follow and packed full of additional resources and helpful contacts. The
course will provide farriers with the tools and resources to provide
advice, report concerns, attend welfare cases and provide evidence to a
court if required.
The course costs just £10 and will provide the farrier with 4 points for
their annual CPD requirement – further details can be found here .
Following the launch, The Horse Trust and Redwings have been
approached by The Society of Master Saddlers and the BAEDT to provide
similar courses for their members.

Fund for vets and LA officials
training to support the UK at
the end of the transition period
On the 1st October, Defra launched a
£300,000 fund for vets and local authority
officials to access free training to support
the UK preparedness for the end of the
transition period.
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Supporting Behaviour Change in Animal Welfare Owners - a course for those in
Animal Welfare, Health and Care work.
The Motivational interviewing training course has been developed and adapted
to be able to run online as a five-day course with an optional 6th Mental Health
Awareness and Hoarding day.
The course has now been designed for anyone working in animal welfare, health
or care with direct contact with owners, and others who need to make behaviour
changes for the welfare of their animals.
The course will help those who need to have difficult conversations with animal
owners, and others, about issues such as euthanasia, breeding, general care and
health, numbers of animals, including animal hoarding and with re-homers or
guardians and repeat welfare reporters.
The course includes Motivational Interviewing, which is a wellresearched, evidence based method of working with people to support
human behaviour change in the most difficult areas such as addictions,
but it has been found to be useful across a range of human behaviours.
Bronwen is an experienced teacher of Motivational Interviewing to NHS
and other staff, working with difficult to manage human behaviours, as
well as several national animal charities. She has written about human
mental health and animal ownership, including bereavement in animal
owners and animal hoarding.
The course will run again, online in the New Year due to the current
Covid-19 issues. It is planned that it will run several times a year online in
the future to make it accessible to anyone and that a face to face course
will also be reinstated as soon as it is safe to do so.
Further info/booking via email: bronwen.williams@yahoo.com
The original research into this intervention commissioned by World
Horse Welfare was accepted for publication:
Williams, B., Harris, P., & Gordon, C. (in press). What is equine
hoarding
and
can
‘motivational
interviewing’
training
be
implemented to help enable behavioural change in animal owners?
Equine Veterinary Education.

info@newc.co.uk
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